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Letter from the editor

ith the promise of spring comes a

time to consider rebirth, rejuvenation,

renewal, resurrection and re-growth

even in our country homes. This first
issue of 2017 is all about building, buying and
renovating, particularly as it pertains to first
rites.

Are you thinking of starting a new business or buying a first home? I quizzed two
experts, Gina Molinet and Lynne Carlin, of RM Farm Realty in Livingston Manor, NY,
for their tips on what to look for during real estate tours, both residential and com-
mercial. It’s handy stuff I wish I had known about when I bought my house. Perhaps
you want to “grow your own home,” as in building it from the ground up. If so, check
out Annemarie Schuetz’s article on Jeffrey McMahon, and discover how he and his
design team build green homes with a connection to land and community.

Renewals can come in many forms, including DIY home renovations. A visit to
your local hardware store, says writer Wallis Brandt, will not only supply you with the
right tools, but proprietors there are also apt to help you with some sound advice. And
sometimes that advice includes hiring a professional.

If you haven’t re-birthed yourself as a carpenter quite yet, there are plenty of able
contractors ready to help you. They've told their stories from “life on the job” to “what
to look for in a contractor” in an article by our newest writer, Joe Cooke—a must-read
for new and old homeowners alike.

Our cover story, “Artists in Residence,” by Jonathan Charles Fox, follows the work
of two amazing artists with a bent for interior design—Walter Kenul and Janet Rut-
kowski—as they turn a once active stable into their 1,400-square-foot dream home.
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Touring real estate

By RAMONA JAN

Property on Long Island, especially in
the Hamptons, has always been pricey,
so when Hamptons resident Gina (pro-
nounced Jenna) Molinet saw an oppor-
tunity to buy a dairy farm in Upstate
New York, she grabbed it. It was 1983
when she boldly said goodbye to her job
as director of the Hampton Day School
and moved to the Catskills.

A graduate of the University of Chi-
cago with a Masters in education from
Bank Street School, Molinet at first
angled for a full-time teaching job, but
they were hard to come by. So she picked
up a stint teaching math on a part-time
basis at Sullivan County Community
College. Molinet also began working for
Kaaterskil Realty in Monticello, a magi-
cal—even inspiring—turn of events, as
it prompted her to eventually earn a bro-
ker’s license. In 2003, Molinet opened
RM Farm Real Estate, which is named

after her much admired older brother
Roland Molinet, though he was never a
realtor. At RM Farm Real Estate, one can
tour both residential and commercial
properties. Molinet and her associate
Lynne Carlin are experts in helping new
and experienced buyers understand
what to look for when touring residen-
tial and/or commercial properties.

“It’s a real education for the lifetime
apartment dweller who is buying a house
for the first time,” explained Carlin.
“They usually don’t know anything
about wells and septic systems, so we
have to begin to educate them. We have
to also help them to deal with financ-
ing, getting a mortgage, licensed home
inspections, lawyers and all of that. We
tell them about the furnace, draining
the pipes, how the utilities function,
how many amps are in the electric, does
the electric look new and all the issues
that go with a home that, say, might be
just a weekend place.”

Cn trib[ed hotos
Here in the Catskills homes range from rustic cabins to cottages to lakefront estates and
everything in between.

What to look

-

e AN
e .y

for when you’re
walking through a
potential property

TRR photo by Ramona Jan

Owner Gina Molinet, left, and associate broker Lynne Carlin pose in the sunny office of
RM Farm Real Estate on Main Street in Livingston Manor, NY.

TIPS FOR TOURS

Residential:

As a very basic rule, Molinet and
Carlin recommend noting and asking
the following when walking through a
residential property:

1. Utilities: During the home
inspection the water should be turned on
for you. Ask if the heating system is filled
with water or anti-freeze. Make sure
systems function by running the faucets.

2. Storage space: Where is it? In the
attic? Basement? Are there enough
closets for you?

3. Location: What are you looking for
in a location? A view? Water access?
Hunting? Are you looking for a remote
property or do you prefer a close
proximity to amenities like grocery,
library, banks and neighborhoods?

4. Maintenance: Does the property
need to be snow plowed? Will it need
lawn maintenance? Is the driveway very
steep?

5. Roof: How old is it? What condition
isitin? Is it brand new? Is it steel or
shingle? Is it halfway through its lifespan,
or will you have to re-roof right away?

Most importantly, a professional home
inspection will give you a list of priorities
of what needs to be done.

Commercial:

“Commercial space has a lot to do
with whatever the person thinks they
can do with the space,” says Molinet.
“We've sold a few properties on Main
Street and a few on Pleasant Street
such as Keiser Equipment Company,
which is a 36,000-square-foot facility.”
When looking at commercial space,
Molinet and Carlin urge clients to add
proximity to main thoroughfares as
well as available parking space to the
above basic tips. Of course, there’s
more to consider such as zoning and
for some, trout fishing, but the above-
mentioned tips are essential.

In general:

One additional suggestion is to find
one realtor with whom you connect
and to stick with that person. In this
way, you'll be best served. “When
somebody buys a house there’s
a whole lot of value system that
goes into their selection—people’s
aesthetics, their child-rearing practices,
and their economics,” notes Molinet,
“and we’ll shepherd you through the
entire process.”
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BARRYVILLE!
Lovingly renovated Ranch home
offers LR, New kitchen, great
room w/fireplace & exposed
beams, 3 bdrms, 2.5 baths, 2
car garage and BONUS 2 bdrm
mobile home too! $189,900

GLEN SPEY!
Charming country Cape home
offers LR, sunny kitchen w/
dining area, 3 bdrms, 1.5 baths,
full finished walk out basement,
large deck, paved drive & more!
$139,000

GLEN SPEY!
Welcome home to this spacious
country Ranch. Home features
LR w/stone fireplace, fam rm,
formal DR, sunny kitchen, 3
bdrms, 2 baths, full basement,
large yard w/stone patio, deck,
outbuildings and much MORE!
$199,900

Call Ce"'”“’z Geba Realty 845.856.6629
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Yes

The

. We Can Frame It!

Custom Picture Tmmmg

rame

All This

In One
Unique
Store!

[OIS SSOID o $93.[[09 030yd o JuLId o

posters © object boxes © family heirloons

d at. 8:30am - 12noon
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COMMUNITY SOLAR
IS COMING TO YOU

Shared community solar farm. No panels on your property. Electricity
comes to you the same way it does today AT A DISCOUNT!

PR

DELAWARE RIVER SOLAR

25%
off your
electric rate

FOLLOW THESE 3 EASY STEPS:

Sign up for the DRS waiting
list to save 25% off your
electric rate

O Refer friends and neighbors

O Earn a $25 VISA GIFT

CARD for every account
you refer

Yes, | am interested in going Solar! Let’s Get Started!

Name:
Email: In year two and beyond, customers
Service Address: have the option of a 10% discount

Phone: I 3 e ot |
NYSEG Account#: or along term tixed rate plan

[] By checking this box, | am allowing DRS to look at my 12
month historical energy usage and payment history to receive
a free quote

Email to info@delawareriversolar.com or
Mail to PO Box 384, Callicoon, NY 12723

[DRS

DELAWARE RIVER SOLAR

Reserve your spot today.
Limited time offer.

www.DelawareRiverSolar.com
(845) 397-0134 » info@DelawareRiverSolar.com

And More

e brushes

e casels edrafing * paper ° pens

¢ oil paints ¢ pads e calligraphy

The
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By Kristt Co.
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ROTO-
ROOTER.

PLUMBERS

849-252-3000

* PLUMBING SERVICES
« SEPTIC TANK CLEANING & MAINTENANCE
« SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

* HIGH PRESSURE SEWER JETTING
« EXCAVATING & SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATION
« ELECTRONIC SEPTIC TANK & SEWER LINE LOCATION

WE'RE HERE FOR YOU 24-1
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The old-fashioned hardware store

By WALLIS BRANDT

Among today’s name-brand franchises remain small
but hearty businesses that are typically family-run.
These welcoming stores are filled with familiar faces
and friendly, personal service, which some say is the
very factor that separates them from the larger con-
glomerates. There’s no denying that “old fashioned”
hardware stores top the list of essential neighborly busi-
nesses. First stop on our tour is Kohler Lumber located
in Kohlertown, that short stretch of Main Street just
before it enters downtown proper in Jeffersonville, NY.

“Kohlertown was here before Jeffersonville, because
Kohler built most of the houses around here,” explains
Eric Kubenik, assistant vice president of Kohler
Lumber. “Really, it’s a gray area that starts somewhere
at the Dollar Tree and ends at the horse ring.” And just
about smack dab in the middle of that gray area (called
Kohlertown) sits Kohler Lumber, a business originally
started in 1907.

Kubenik’s father bought Kohler Lumber in 1975, and
eventually his eldest son, Henry, became president of
the business. Henry’s son Jared is the office manager
and Pat Hammett is the foreman. Friendly personal
service gives them a leg up on Home Depot and the like.

“There was no Home Depot when my father bought
Kohler,” said Kubenik. “But when it did open, initially
it impacted us because a lot of guys went over there
just to check it out. But then they drifted back because
they missed the service.” As part of their service, Kohler
Lumber delivers anywhere—even New Jersey and
Pennsylvania—for free. And any of the Kubeniks will
gladly walk with you into the recesses of their store
just to help you find the right couple of nails needed to
finish that DIY project you've got going on. They’ll even
draw you some diagrams or look at the ones you've pen-
ciled just to help you get it done right.

In a price comparison, Kohler beat Home Depot in
fasteners, screws, molding, pine and many other items.
“We have everything,” notes Eric Kubenik, “Lumber,
shingles, sheet rock, hardware, carpet, paint, flooring
and Wolf kitchen cabinets, which can be semi-custom-
ized. And we offer many services that Home Depot
does not offer such as repairing and glazing windows,
and we make custom moldings.” Plus there’s no over-
whelming feeling when one goes to an old-fashioned
hardware store like Kohler Lumber. In fact, it’s very
cozy and welcoming not unlike Will Hardware in Liv-
ingston Manor, NY.

A window full of geraniums, some “outsider art” in
the form of exploded cans of foam, a good dog named
Max and the very mellow-mannered John Checchia
(thymes with papaya) greet you as you enter Will Hard-
ware. “Will Hardware is one of the oldest hardware

Hardly a relic

TRR photos by Wallis Brandt

The crew at Kohler Lumber includes Henry Kubenik, left, Pat Hammett, Jared and Eric Kubenik.

. S —

e ——

Nail bins at Kohler display unboxed nails sold by the
pound.

stores in New York State. dating back to about 1874, and
the building it’s housed in is the oldest structure on
Main Street,” says Binghamton-born Checchia. But the
Will family was traditional and “not ready for modern
display,” so Checchia removed many of the outdated
units to optimize the space when he bought the busi-
ness in 1992..

“This is a do-it-yourself hardware store,” says Chec-

s .

At Kohler, a chalkboard reflects changing prices on
many items.

Continued on page 8
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HARDWARE

Continued from page 6

chia. “People come in and they have questions or they know
what they want, and we do everything to advise them inside
the home and [with the] easy stuff outside, too.” No matter
whether it’s plumbing, electrical, painting, repairs, or light-
ing, Checchia will advise homeowners on simple repairs they
can do themselves. “If they don’t know what they need, they
can just bring something in, like a part or something, and I'll
guide them in their repair. For light construction that doesn’t
require heavy welding, structural steel, concrete or multi-
story dwellings, the trades know that I am here.”

For plumbing, Checchia carries black iron, galvanized
and copper pipe and fittings as well as the newer construc-
tion materials such as Pex and PVC. He also keeps on hand
modern faucets and shower heads. For lighting, he stocks
all the basic electrical switches and boxes including round
boxes for ceiling fans as well as Romex cable, lamp cord and
plugs. In the carpentry section there are light hand tools,
power tools and numerous accessories including work
gloves and top quality tool belts and bags. Will Hardware
also has a housewares section filled with small appliances,
cast-iron skillets and Dutch ovens, brooms, mops and an
array of specialty cleaning products that you won’t find at
any Dollar General. At Will Hardware there’s a seasonal
lawn and garden section for outdoor living that includes
charcoal, smoking chips, barbeque utensils, wild birdseed
and birdfeeders. Checchia cuts glass on premises up to 36
inches square. He also cuts house keys and sells Master and
Schlage locks.

Besides your average homeowner, all the trades patronize
Will Hardware and “when they come, I'm here for them,”
says Checchia, who saves just about everyone a long drive
elsewhere and a lot of headaches. Just like Kohler Lumber
and all the other old fashioned hardware stores around
these parts, Will Hardware is here for all of us.

i

A bevy of healthy geraniums cultivated mostly from seed fill the front window at Will Hardware.

-

Kohler Lumber

5023 State Route 52
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845/482-5290

Will Hardware
Main Street

Livingston Manor, NY 12758

845/439-4480

Callicoon Supply
4491 State Route 17B
Callicoon, NY 12723
845/887-4804

Dirlam Brothers Lumber
250 Sunrise Avenue
Honesdale, PA 18431
570/253-3540

and

653 Rte. 739 Lords Valley
Hawley, PA 18428
570/775-0598

Jeffersonville Hardware
4890 State Route 52
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845/482-5162

Proprietor John Checchia and Max outside of Will Hardware in Livingston Manor, NY

Area hardware stores worth visiting:

Narrowsburg Lumber
20 Oak Street
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
and

108 Stone Dock Road
Shohola, PA 18458
845/252-3955

R3 Hardware and Tools
825 Main Street
Honesdale, PA 18431
570/253-4075

Shaffer’s Do It Best
229 Mt. Cobb Highway
Hamlin, PA 18427
570/689-4071

Waymart Lumber
244 South Street
Waymart, PA 18472
570/488-6123

Wyde Lumber

419 Route 17B
Monticello, NY 12701
845/513-6285
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23 Crestwood Road PA #022366

Lakeview PiZia Lake Huntington,'NY12752 eﬂém e@ Wm

Tues. - Thurs. 11:30-9; Fri & Sat 11-10
(845)932-8131

& Restaurant <=
WINGS - BURGERS - HEROES ‘

Home of the $10.00 pizza NEW HOME + ADDITIONS - REMODELING
Bar now open at 4pm WINDOWS « DOORS « DECKS ¢ TRIM

Wings, burgers, soup, heroes and more. (570) 55 9 -5 8 3

OSBO RNE s LAWN AND GARDEN

ST GBI VA ARl AL SO A N A H«H)H‘ iy

SERVICE BRIGGS & STRATTON J TECUMSEH KOHLER
SELLER: COUNTRY CLIPPER * POWER KING ¢ SHINDAIWA TORO/WHEEL HORSE » JIFFY « DOLMAR

748 RIDGE STREET - HONESDALE PA 18431+ 570-253-6430
HRS: MONTHRUFRI 8AMTO5PM  SAT8AMTO 2PM

Kohler Generators, Chainsaws, Hand Held & Backpack Blowers, Shredders, Chippers,
Splitters , Pole Saws, Pressure Washers, Water Pumps, Small Tillers

In Stock and Ready

3965 Rt 17B Callicoon, N.Y. 12723

Gome in and see Dennis, Raymond, Donald & Gathy

845-887-5350 Jonsered cryra < S0 ellellMax

Open 6 days a week S OLMAR

M-F 8-5 Sat 8-3 @Husqvama vy, S Bobeat.
Tractors * Zero Turns * Lawnmowers * Chainsaws ¢ Trimmers and Stone Saws
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MIIRL'H MADNESS
/& @( BS @) trus

/

With DIRECTV watch every NCAA°MARCH MADNESS®
game on TBS, CBS, TNT and truTV. Plus, lock in your TV price at
$50/month for 2 years when you have AT&T Wireless!

plus taxes Monthly fees for a Genie® HD DVR
for 24 months
w/24-mo. TV agmt &
qualifying AT&T Wireless*

O O INCLUDES:
SELECT™ All-Included Package -
Over 150 Channels
MO.

and 3 add'l receivers

ALL DIRECTV OFFERS REQUIRE 24-MO TV AGREEMENT. ADD’L FEES APPLY.
*New approved residential DIRECTV customers only (equipment lease req’d). Regs qual. AT&T wireless phone svc during 2" year.
Credit card req'd (except MA & PA). Pro-rated ETF fee (up to $480) and Equipment Non-Return fees apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!

CRONK’S ELECTRONICS INC

311 N MAIN ST, LIBERTY, NY 12754
& DIRECTV
—

845-292-5437 - 845-292-0324 AUTHORIZED DEALER

$50 2-YR SELECT ALL-INCLUDED PACKAGE PRICE: Ends 4/22/17. New DIRECTV residential customers who bundle w/ eligible new or existing AT&T wireless svc. Price includes SELECT All-Included TV Pkg and monthly fees for a Genie HD DVR + three (3) add'l receivers. Eligible Wireless: Consumers only. Sold separately.
Req's AT&T postpaid svc on elig. plan (excl. Lifeline & Residential Wireless) on a smartphone or phone (excl. Wireless Home Phane). Sves: Sve addresses must match. To be elig. for 2nd-yr price guarantee both services must remain active & in good standing during 2nd year. Price Guarantee: TV pkg only. After 24 mos
o loss of eligibility, then-prevailing monthly rate for All-Included TV Pkg applies, unless customer calls to cancel/change service prior to the end of 24 mos. Price excludes taxes, equipment upgrades/add-ons and other chrgs. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. See att.com/directv.
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Add L Fees & Terms: $19.95 Handling & Delivery fee may apply. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details.
WIRELESS SVC TERMS: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Svcs are not for resale. Credit approval req'd. Deposit may apply. Fees, monthly & other charges, usage & other restrictions apply. Pricing, promotions, & terms subject to change & may be modified or terminated at any time without notice.
Coverage & svc not avail. everywhere. You get an off-net (roaming) usage allowance for each svc. If you exceed the allowance, your svc(s) may be restricted or terminated. Other restr’s apply & may result in svc termination. See att.com/wireless or a store for etails.

Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers.

NCAA and March Madness are trademarks owned by the National Collegiate Athletic Association. NCAA: AP Images. ©2017 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated

companies. Al other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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the River Reporters 220¢. Annual 2017 READERS” CHOICE AWARDS

THE BEST BALLOT IS ALL NEW!

We have revamped our ballot and it's better than ever! We ask that you
simply vote for the people, places or businesses that you think are the BEST.
Thank you for your participation and we look forward to receiving your votes.
If there is a category that we are missing, let us know!

We will publish our 2017 WINNERS in our annual Readers' Choice Awards
“BEST" supplement in January 2018. Remember, you can always vote online

at riverreporter.com/trr-best-2016

Food Outdoor Dining
Pasta Dish
Appetizers Pizza
AtmOSphere Pizza Place
Authentic Meal Place to Have a Cocktail
Bagels Prime Rib
Bakery Ribs
Bar Romantic Restaurant
Barbecue Salad
Brisket Salad Bar
Beer Selection Sandwiches
Breakfast Buffet Seafood
Breakfast Menu Soup
Brunch Sports Bar
Budget-friendly Steakhouse
Burger Place Sushi
Burrito Wedding Cakes
Candy Shop Wine Selection
Ch§ES€ Stgaks Restaurant - Pike County
Chicken Wings Restaurant - Sullivan County
Chinese Restaurant Restaurant - Wayne
Coffee
Coffee Shop
o People &
Desserts Places
Diner
- 55+ Active Adult Community
JIvEs Accountant
Dinner Specials A“Ol,“ Deal
Early Bird Specials prione Beaet
Ethnic Cusine wahited
Assisted Living Facility
Family Restaurant
Attorney

Fastest Take Out Service
Fine Dining Restaurant
French Fries

Fried Chicken
-~ ; Baker
Friendliest Service
Bank
Gourmet Restaurant Bank Tell
Greek Restaurant Banb eSt? '
Grocery Store /Supermarket arber>nop
Happy Hour Bartender
Bathroom Remodeler
Health Food Store -
Hoagie Best Place to Work Trucking/Transporta-
Home Cooking Restaurant m
Builder/Developer
Hot Dog
Butcher
Ice Cream Shop
) Cancer Center
Italian Restaurant CarSal
Japanese Restaurant Car\l\j e;man
Latin Restaurant ariies — "
. Career Training Facility
Local Winery
Carpenter
Locally-Sourced Menu -
Carpet Cleaning
Lunch Chef
Martini e -
Child Care Provider
Menu X
Mex Chiropractor
exican

Microbrewery

Auction House/Service
Auto Mechanic

Auto Painting Collision Repair

Christmas Tree Farm

Most Romantic Restaurant EOHEEQI Reoai
New Restaurant Comtputer epair
Off The Beaten Path ontractor

Custom Cabinetry
Customer Service
Dance School
Day Care Center
Day Spa

Dentist

Dermatologist
Doctor

Elder Care Facility
Electrician

Emergency Room
Emergency Services
Excavator

Eye Care Center

Family Practice
Financial Planner
Fitness Center
Flooring/Carpet Store
Friendly Staff

Funeral Home
Furniture Store
Garbage & Junk Removal
Garden Center/Nursery
Green Business

Hair Salon

Hardware Store

Heating &Air Conditioning
Heating Fuel Company
Holistic Practioner

Home & Garden Store
Home Builder

Home Renovation
Hospital/ Medical Facility
House Cleaning Service
HVAC

Insurance Agency
Interier Decorator

Jewelry Watch/Clock Repair

Kid's Camp

Kitchen & Bath Store
Kitchen Designer/Remodeler
Landscaper

Law Firm

Lawn & Garden Equipment
Lawyer

Massage Therapist
Maternity Unit
Mattress Store
Modular Homes
Mortgage Company
Nail Salon

New Business of the Year
Non-Profit Organization
0l Company

Painter

Pediatrician

Pest Control

Pet Boarding Kennel
Pet Pampering

Pet Day Care

Pet Grooming

Pet Trainer

Pharmacy

Photographer
Plumber

Plumbing & Heating Supply Electronics Chamber of Commerce
Politician Farm Equipment Retailer Chicken BBQ (Volunteer)
Pool Builder/Contractor Farmers Market Cider Mill
Postmaster Flea Market Civic Club or Organization
PreSchool Florist Community Festival or Street Fair
Radio Personality Formal Wear Conference Center
Real Estate Agent General Store Day Trip
Real Estate Company Gift Shop Fair
Real Estate Website Grocery Store Family Night Out
Recycle & Transfer Station Home Décor Fire Department
Rental Center Jewelry Store Golf Course
Roofer Knit Shop Historic Site
Salvage Company Liquor Store Horseback Riding
Septic Service Locally-made products Hotel
Spa or Personal Pampering Lumberyard Library
Storage Center Medical Equipment Live Music Venue
Tattoo Parlor Motorcycle Shop Artist
Tax Preparation Music Store Author
Teacher Musical Instrument Store Celebrity
Towing Service Novelty Shop Farm
Truck Center Outdoor Recreational Vehicles Getaway
Tuxedo Rentals Party Supply Store Musician/Band
Veterinarian Pet Store Potter
Veterinarian Clinic Pet Supplies Locally Produced Beer / Spirits
Vocational Technical School Place to Buy Art Locally Produced Cheese
Well Driller Pottery Studio Locally Produced Maple Syrup
Women's Health Center Produce Local Meditation Center
Yoga Studio RV Sales/Service Movie Theatre
Yoga Teacher Shoe Store Local Museum

Ski Shop Pancake Breakfast
Shopping Speciality Store Parade

Tire Sales/Service Penny Social
Antiques/Collectibles Vintage Shop Place to Hold a Prom
Auto Dealer Domestic Winery/Vineyard Place to Take out of town guests_____
QULO /legleg Pre-owned Place to Take the kids

aby/Kids Store e
Beer Distributor co mmun Ity El(fsyihg#isce;heatre
Boat/Marine Service Ambulance Squad Private School
Bookstore Amusement/ Fun Park Radio Station
Botique Animal Shelter Resort
Bridal Shop Art Gallery Ski Lodge
(lothing Store Men Atmosphere Special Area Atraction
(lothing Store Women Bed & Breakfast Sullvan Renaissance Project
Consignment Shop Canoe Livery Wedding Reception Location
(raft Beer Selection Campground Vouth Center
HOW TO VOTE: Pleast print clearly your choices for “THE BEST" from the categories listed. Best choices are limited to Delaware, Orange, Pike, Sullivan and Wayne counties. You may
also VOTE ONLINE: http://riverreporter.com/trr-best-2016 HOW TO ENTER: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Additional ballots are available at The River Reporter office at 93 Erie Ave,
Narrowsburg, NY. Ballots MUST be complete and include full name, address and phone number of voter. All ballots must be received by December 15, 2017. Employees of The
River Reporter and Stuart Communications are permitted to vote but not eligible to win prizes. Entries that are late, damaged, illegible or missing voter's name will not be eligible.
One entry per person. Mechanically reprouced or Photocopied entries are not eligible. A business, organization or person may win no more than three (3) categories. Winners will
be chosen based on the number of votes received by December 15th, 2017. HOW TO WIN PRIZES: All ballots will be included in a random drawing for prizes. Drawing will be held in
January 2018. No duplicate winners. BEST Winners will be notified in January 2018.
:- OFFICIAL "BEST" BALLOT ENTRY FORM -:
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
I o emaciark |
I Address |
_ , O I buy TRR on newsstands
I Clystte [ Sign me up for a free |
| Phone 4 week subscription |
I E-mail I
I PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED FORMS TO: I
I The River Reporter “BEST” or DROP OFF AT: I
PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764 93 Erie Avenue, Narrowsburg, NY 12764

O . T T T R . . T |
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Fully Insured e Fair Prices « Free Estimates

845-557-3833

Domestlcltié§ & s
‘The Cutting Garden

Locally Grown Flowers for Any Event
Wonderful Gifts for the Thoughtful Giver

4055 STATE ROUTE 52 YOUNGSVILLE, NY 12791 Plan
phone 845.482.3333 www.thecuttingarden.org Serendipity,

Croative Cardd,
%, gwwm/%)z%

Stonework

Patio, Retaining Wall and Walkway installation
Flower Beds and Gardens

Ponds and Waterfalls

Fencing

845-468-0130

Joe Johonnes

PO Box 474
Mongaup Valley, NY 12762

www.CreativeEarthLandscape.com

hoaestead school.

A Unique Montessori School
Preschool to Sixth Grade ¢ Full Academic, Enrichment &

Outdoor Education Programs e Foreign Language, Art & Music
85 Acre Campus ® 25 minutes from Port Jervis and Monticello

Peter and Marsha Comstock, Directors
428 Hollow Road, Glen Spey, NY 12737 ¢ 845.856.6359
www.homesteadschool.com

379 Grimms Road
Honesdale, Pa

570-253-4341
Fax 570-253-3450

CHRIS BARNES .
Serving Wayne, Pike & Sullivan Countiesf_ﬁ_%
jack & Master of Al Trade,
* HEATING, A/C & PLUMBING Reliable

* [AWN MOWING "m (j Dependable
* LANDSCAPING Honest

* POWER WASHING m y- Experienced
* WINDOW CLEANING

® OFFICE / HOME MAINTENANCE CELL (570) 228-6314
* MINOR CONSTRUCTION Licensed & Fully Insured
~ * SNOW PLOWING & SALTING PA #104898
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Lost Filling? Loose Cap?

M omfme 50%

REPAIR MORE _
INSTANT PAIN RELIEF REPAIRS

- Dentemp’:

—— MAXIMUM STRENGTH

DENTIST RECOMMENDED +
ONE-STEP

SOLUTION FOR: e REPAIRS

LOST 5 !
"FILLINGS |l &3

LOOSE Dentemp) \ G .\, :
‘ CAPS L | |

y
K’-Dt’ Repara
empastes
/DENTIST \ pordidos y
—ON CALL— coronas sueltas

NETWT. 2.2g 0-0-‘: Satisfaction Guaranteed * Than other brands

Repair a Lost Filling!
Re-cement a Loose Cap!

Look for
the Blue Vial!

Satisfaction Always Guaranteed.

Make Loose
Fitting Dentures
Feel Like New!

H e I i NI veroveo FormuLa

From the Makers of

Rebasador de dentaduras Dentemp®

=

7 Reline-It’

(o [ ]
\ ZINC FREE

3 Repairs N

ADVANCED FORMULA S8

Denture
Repair Kit

Repara las dentaduras quebradas Dentemp

< Repair-It .

ZINC FREE

Make Loose Fitting Dentures
Feel Like New,

o Snug & Secure
o Easy Application

\;
For Both Upper & Lower Dentures
Contains 2 Relines - Liquid: 0.24fl. oz/Powder: 0.25 0z.

It

Repair Broken
Dentures

o Fix Breaks

- e Mend Cracks
HePalp Broken ¢ Replace Loose Teeth

D entu FES! Contains 3 Repairs — Liquid: 0.10 1. oz /Powder: Net Wt. 0.1 0z.

Pl D
Repair Broken Dentures

N\

e {=]

Don’t Let Life’s Little Dental Problems Ruin Your Day!

Available at:

© 2016 Majestic Drug Co., Inc. | P.O. Box 490, South Fallsburg, NY 12779 DENTIST w‘z@m % ®¥CVSHealth

800.238.0220 | custserv@majesticdrug.com
www.dentistoncall.com

—ON CALL—
or wherever Oral Care products are sold.
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Artists in residencel

By JONATHAN CHARLES FOX

One could think of Barryville’s
husband-and-wife team Walter
Kenul and Janet Rutkowski as
“weekend warriors” when touring
their country home, which took
“10 years of weekends” to reno-
vate and complete. Situated on
24 acres, the original structures
were an active stable, housing up
to 12 horses, and a 1,400-square-
foot building created by the
original owner to resemble an
“Old West saloon” that never

quite got off the ground.

No strangers to design and
renovation, Rutkowski and
Kenul had already tackled a
project of epic proportions
in the form of their BFD Firehouse
Studios in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, which originated in
1985. That project put the pair on a life-long journey, com-
bining her career as a fine artist and his as a musician
with a bent for interior design.

“We were looking for a weekend retreat,” Janet said,
“thinking that it might lead to a permanent move to the
country. And the enormous stable, with a poured concrete
floor, was clearly a great space for the proposed studio.
That’s what sold us on the property, and we purchased it
n’9s.”

Starting with one gigantic building, the pair set about
planning how it could become their dream home. Fol-
lowing their son’s acceptance into a prestigious school
in New York, they decided to split their time between
residences, thinking that the country estate would pro-
vide much needed “down time.” Walter, who designed
and built much of the furniture in the house, decided to
tackle the task of creating the outdoor terraces as well,
while Janet set about planning the metal work and studio.

Although they have “very different sensibilities,” Janet

acknowledged that their “paths cross sometimes,” which

led to a synergy that is evident throughout the completed
3,400-square-foot structure, culminating in a stunning
blend of modern design and countrified simplicity.

As both of their design concepts and disciplines evolved
over the years, so did the house. And while Rutkowski’s
work grew in scale, Kenul’s love of repurposing anti-
quated found objects from renovation projects in the city
provided “great opportunities” to breathe new life into
discarded materials waiting to be reborn.

Pointing out the kitchen cupboards [1] that he had
stored for a few years, Kenul shared, “I love mixing old
and new, and turning the negative into a positive. There is
an inherent beauty underneath what might be perceived

5

. as ugly and no longer viable.”

"/ Kenul stripped the layers of

' paint off of the metal cup-
- boards, discovering a beautiful
patina and cool “bullet hinges”
[2] that represent the genius of
the original designer, flipped

| them upside down and installed

them in the light, airy kitchen
that serves one end of the great
room [3], which is replete with a
flagstone fireplace, hand-hewn
wooden floors and windows,
windows everywhere.

The atrium is a perfect example

of the couple’s teamwork. “Archi-

tect John Yuan, an associate of I.M. Pei, designed the addition for us,”
Kenul said, “and the atrium is where ‘East meets West.” While Janet
designed the metal insert in the floor [4], Walter created the marble
surround, and the pair found the intricate metal doors [5] in an antique

shop in historic Williamsburg.

The glass-enclosed atrium, connecting the two por-
tions of the house, is called a “knuckle,” and overlooks
one of the stone terraces that surround the house, while a
long hallway appears to go on forever [6], with travertine
marble floors leading to the bedrooms, all of which are
complete suites with attached baths.

‘\\‘5 1

{

Rutkowski’s sculptures are scattered throughout the
massive studio adjacent to the house, which was once
home to 12 horses and was a working stable before the

new owners began renovations.

Continued on page 16

Now that the kids are adults, bedrooms like this are part of the addition that welcomes
guests who spend weekends and holidays with the artists.

A RIVER REPORTER SPRING 2017 MAGAZINE 15

14 OUR COUNTRY HOME SPRING 2017




ARTISTS

Continued from page 15

Subtle earth tones adorn the walls
and again, the couple’s complementary
aesthetic is evident. Even the bed in the
master bedroom [7] is an example of
teamwork. “Walter did the woodwork and
Idid the metal surround,” Janet explained,

E e

.,

before showing off the stunning bath,
highlighted by his tile work and her gor-
geous “Egyptian Art Deco” design [8],
which complements what the pair describe
as “Eclectic Zen.”

Adjacent to the main house, the
studio is enormous [9]. More Egyp-
tian influence can be spied in some of
the towering pieces there, including a
doorway originally built for the Inter-
national Furniture Show a few years
back. “It’s all plasma-cut by hand—no
lasers,” Rutkowski explained while
pointing out the very small anteroom
that they lived in during the restora-
tion process. “We lived here for the
first six months,” she said, “and had a
working shower, a sink and a heater.

“Yes, it was a little rough,” she said
with a laugh. “Good thing we like each
other!”

Entertaining friends, family gath-

erings and holidays all take place here
in their country home while Janet and
Walter forge ahead with their respec-
tive careers in the greater New York
area. In addition to his renovation
business, Walter’s band, DRW/Ameri-
can Nomads, is enjoying tremen-
dous success, and Janet’s interior and
exterior, large-scale sculptural work
is in demand, as she continues to
create large installations for high-end
homes and businesses throughout the
region.

For more information on Kenul and
Rutkowski, visit www.bfdfirehous-
estudios.com

AT

TRR photos by Jonathan Charles Fox

Walter Kenul and Janet Rutkowski love their country home, situated on 24 acres
in Barryville, NY. The glass atrium featured in the center of the house is where
“East meets West” and seamlessly connects the renovation design to the original
structure.
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BILL’S HEATING & A/C P t
QUALITY SERVICE. FREE ESTIMATESI e e r S D°R' BLUHM

Insurance Agency
SPECIALIZING IN: 0 .
NEW CONSTRUCTION * RETROFITTING * REPLACEMENTS P lumblng & Heatlng 871 Main Street Honesdale, Pa 18431

CENTRAL AC SYSTEMS + HOT AIR FURNACES

HOT WATER BOILERS + HUMIDIFIERS * CENTRAL AIR CLEANERS North Branch, NY .Elm 570-253-0191

HYDRO AIR SYSTEMS + CUSTOM DUCT WORK Independent insurance agency offering all forms of
84 5 - 4 8 2 - 54 5 2 insurance including business, contractors, home,
il B, e auto & life...Also great home/auto packages

845-252-7197 BBS®Z - Billshvac1@gmail.com

COCHECTON = 5 s KRATZ
SELF STORAGE uc = B < over 17 million

PO Box 268 =’ homeowners CONCRETE

6365 SR 52, Cochecton, NY 12726 ( n trust State Farm”. For All Your Poured Projects ¢ Fully Insured

cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com
845-932-5140; 845-932-8232 fax
Frank and Kasey Kratz, Owners

Foundations, Frost Walls, Floors, Retaining
Walls, Sidewalks, Slabs
845-932-8232 « 845-741-7687 (CELL)

fg?ﬁg‘m"g‘;gﬁsﬁﬁea"é With your new home comes new Cochecton, NY * PAOAGHIC:70
Monticello, NY 12701 responsibilities — like protecting
’ Bus: 845:794-7000 your new investment with the right
robert.wells.k2on@statefarm.com

Licensed driller serving NY, NJ and PA amount of homeowners insurance.
That’s where | can help.

Like a good neighbor,
PETER A. KEST[ER State Farm is there® “ /IT‘ MicHAEL ] CHOJNICKI
IV ARCHITECT, P.C.

CALL ME TODAY.

WELL DRILLING o s noxs

NARROWSBURG, NY 12764

. " o\ n
Since 1967 Water when you want it! 845/887-4181 mchojnicki33@gmail.com
&)StateFarmTM www.mchojnickiarchitect.com
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, SUSTAINABLE DESIGN ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

0907507.1

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

4 Eagle Valley Realty

6569 State Route 97
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Jennie Waligroski

Licensed Real Estate Associate Broker
LICENSED IN NEW YORK & PENNSYLVANIA
e-Pro, GRI, SFR, SRES

Office: ~ 845-252-3085 ext. 20

Cell: 845-588-5306

E-Mail:  jennie.eaglevalleyrealty @gmail.com

NY License #10301213073
PA License #ABR002513

“Voted” River Reporter Readers Choice 2015 Best Realtor!
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A friend named Gloria walks the labyrinth while Glykokokalos’ dog, Sophie, watches.
By NANCY L. DYMOND

High on a flowering cliffside in Honesdale, PA, secreted beneath the deep shade
of towering spruce trees, lies a newly created wonder of the ancient world. Moss-cov-
ered rocks delineate winding pathways that lead both into and away from a circular
center. Artist and sculptor Pauline Glykokokalos constructed her stone labyrinth five
years after she experienced her first labyrinth walk at a meeting of area artists.

“I'd never walked a labyrinth. I'd never seen a labyrinth. I'd never even run across
a labyrinth in literature, aside from the famous labyrinth at Knossos with the Mino-
taur and all that,” said Glykokokalos.

“I was struck by how visual it was and how intriguing it was, how it had this kind
of latent energy about it. I had the same feeling about it as I do when I walk into a
hardware store. It’s just like all the possibilities are there. You could tell it was a relic
from the past. It looked like it had done a time skip from the time of Achilles and
landed in Northeast Pennsylvania. I thought that is fantastic! I have to build one of

!

Wl

wall

g
)i‘ﬂ:w{.-‘.{h

I:jblj-i{ '-P/f( :

Contributed photos

these things!”

The origin of the labyrinth design is lost in the mists of antiquity. It is known, how-
ever, that the pattern in its 11-circuit form was built in the Cathedral at Chartres in
the 13th century as a spiritual pilgrimage, an alternative to making the long and tor-
turous journey to Jerusalem. Over the past 25 years, the labyrinth concept has expe-
rienced a resurgence, appearing in private residences and public spaces as creative,
playful and spiritual works of art. At https://www.labyrinthlocator.com, you can find
the locations of over 5,000 labyrinths in 80 countries.

Glykokokalos’ garden labyrinth was designed to be a prototype for a proposed
public labyrinth, but the third-tier space she chose was too small for the nine-circuit
labyrinth she had envisioned. Undaunted, she prepared the space by moving earth
and using wood chips to level the ground, pulled out poison ivy and worked around
giant tree roots. Laying out her design using ropes, she found that her space would
support a five-circuit labyrinth. “This was a fairly small space, so I believe anyone
with a regular size yard could do it.”

Continued on page 22
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21 Lower Main Street
PO Box 335
Callicoon, NY

845-887-5640

www.fredarealty.com
email:tom@fredarealty.com

Matthew J. F
reda

Real Estate Inc.

Upper Delaware Country Properties

MLS # 43689 Damascus, Pa.
riverfront ranch home on 5 acres.
Almost 400’ of beautiful Delaware
River frontage. 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths. A spacious deck is off the back
for privacy and entertaining. Home
has central A/C, pellet stove and a full
house generator. Close to Callicoon
and Narrowsburg for shopping and
restaurants - $ 299,000

MLS # 45493 Escape from it all in this
solidly-built fully furnished 4 BR/4 Bath log
home on 97 wooded acres set in the Delaware
River Valley. Walk or ride on miles of woods
trails, hunt out of seven elevated box blinds
overlooking small meadows, fish the pond or
just enjoy nature by a huge boulder outcropping
near the house. Built in 1990, then renovated

in 2007 with many beautiful updates. Outside,
find a long paved driveway, 2 garages: the
garage near the house is 56x81 with 5 garage
doors and the other outbuilding is 40x80 with
storage racks and 14 foot doors(capable of

RV storage). Located between Callicoon and
Narrowsburg - $ 749,000

AMERICAN
SPORTSMAN
FIREARMS, LLC

% LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER %

BUY x SELL « TRADE

Patrick Rotondo
americansportsmanfirearmslic @ gmail.com

Now selling hunting & fishing licenses

Avways CALL For An APPOINTMENT

845-798-0365

“BY” Carpentry

Carpentry “BY” Kracke

Kitchen & Bath In Business
Remodels 30 Years
Decks, Siding,
Replacement Windows Fully
Insured

Interior & Exterior
Painting

>

% 2016 Readers’ Choice Award Winner BEST NEW BUISINESS =&

A
WESTERN |

BAR <+ SUPPER CLUB + INN
22 Upper Main Street, Callicoon, NY

Tt

Visit Our Beautiful Ballroom - Now Booking Events For 2017 & 2018!

(" J. Hughson

) 42722

Excavating, Inc.

-Construction-

SN

e Jeff Sanitation

Refuse & Recyclable Pick-Up

Trucking, Hauling & Bulldozing
Foundations
Sand Gravel Fill Topsoil

Roll Off Containers
10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 yard and
Dumpsters Available
845-482-9826
PO Box 387 Jeffersonville, NY

Septic Systems Installed

845-482-9826 = Fax: 845-482-3063
PO Box 557 Jeffersonville, NY

_/

Handmade Home and Business Lig'/\fing: We Speak Bespoke

i L
"-’ / AU

custom shades & lighting
light.touch@me.com 845.701.1173
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Fill your home with stories from
all over the Upper Delaware
River Valley.

«RIVER REPORTER

845-252-7414 » PO Box 150 * Narrowsburg, NY 12764

YES, | want to subscribe!
O Send me 52 issues for only $42. [ | prefer 104 issues — only $72.

Name

Phone #

Address O Check or money order enclosed.
City/State/Zip O Credit Card #

Email Address Expiration Date Billing Zip Code

Photography by: Lawrence Brawn

The Velvet Maple is an avant-garde fashion and home design headquarters based in Honesdale,

PA. The store is celebrating its one year anniversary to spotlight owner Alessandra Maria’s
primary business: interior design top to bottom services for commercial and home renovations.
The Velvet Maple, open every day besides Tuesday, carries a variety of items, from emerging

designers in womens apparel, to ethically imported accessories, and modern innovative
housewares. Alessandra’s eye for design extends to The Velvet Maple’s Airbnb outpost: a three

LIFESTYLE SHOPPE bedroom renovated vacation rental available this year in Callicoon, NY. Email inquiries to:
velvetmaplelifestyle@gmail.com

968 MAIN STREET HONESDALE, PA 18431 | 646.266.0205 | @THEVELVETMAPLE
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\'l_ THANK YOU AGAIN FOR
VOTING US BEST BATHROOM ‘
REMODELER, BUILDER/ 3
DEVELOPER, GREEN BUSINESS -
B - & HOME BUILDER

\

www.BestHomesOnEarth.com

OFFERING
CusTOM MODULAR HOMES * DEMO * FOUNDATIONS & MASONRY
MANUFACTURED HOMES ° SITE PLANS * GARAGE & BARNS * FULL EXCAVATION

()(/{AKOVIC HOMES

HOME BUILDING SPECIALISTS
e

J

Serving New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.

AWARD WINNING MODEL CENTER
411 ROUTE 17B * MONTICELLO, NY
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WALK

Continued from page 18

The project took three months to com-
plete: six weeks to level the ground and
six weeks to gather stones. She gathered
small, fist-sized rocks to mark the walls
of the labyrinth. By collecting moss-cov-
ered rocks, she gave the labyrinth a feel-
ing of age. “I personally prefer that look
of antiquity. You can make that connec-
tion with the past by what kind of mate-
rials you use.”

According to Glykokokalos, the main
things to consider when planning your
own labyrinth are space and weed con-
trol. Because she chose a deep shade
location under evergreens, Glykoko-
kalos doesn’t have to worry about weeds.
“I don’t want to spend more time main-
taining something than I do enjoying it,”
she said. For sunnier locations she rec-
ommends excavating six to eight inches
of topsoil from your space and filling it
with crushed stone or pea gravel. “If you
don’t excavate, youwll end up having to
use weed killer or using a lawn mower if
your pathways are wide enough.”

Glykokokalos has spent 20 years cre-
ating her fantasy garden of zigzag-
ging terraces. From the base tier, where
she plants her vegetables and cutting
flowers, meandering pathways lead
up through sculpture-adorned garden
rooms, beneath tree-lined tunnels and
over playful plots of aromatic, creeping

Along the stone labyrinth, a meandering
pathway beneath a tree-lined tunnel
(pictured) leads to Glykokokalos’ garden
of zigzagging terraces.

thyme. “I love pathways,” she admits. “I
spend as much time taking care of my
pathways as I do with the garden.”
Glykokokalos uses the labyrinth as a
“time-out,” like having a cup of tea. It
gives her a sense of wellbeing. “First I
stomp around in the thyme patch and
wander around through all the path-
ways before I walk the labyrinth. Having
a labyrinth is like having a destination.”

Photo by Nancy L. Dymond
Pauline Glykokokalos stands at the center of the labyrinth she created.

Specializing in:
« Outdoor living spaces (stone or pavers)
» Excavation

« Retaining walls SEASONED i
“« Lawn installation FIREWOOD o
» Tree planting AVAILABLE =~ "Ry T
roYaege : Voted TRR Readers BEST
* Qutdoor living space design

LANDSCAPER 2003-2016

EIEWSI 5702246405

.Damascus, PA
www.maciejewskiIandscaping.com

MACIEJ

ﬁ.w

Spacious Multi Level Home
in private location
overlooking Lake Jeff. Separate building
for garage, work and guest space.
For Sale at $419,000.

Callicoon#

Real Estate11c

(845) 887-4400
WWW.CALLICOON.COM
INFO@CALLICOON.COM

36 LOWER MAIN STREET, CALLICOON, NY 12723
SERVING NEW YORK & PENNSYLVANIA

FRANK SMITH & SONS

Established Since 1961

WELL DRILLING ° PUMPS & WATER SYSTEMS
SERVICE & REPAIR

Rotary Driller and/or Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road ¢ Cochecton, NY 12726
845-252-6642
SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA * FREE ESTIMATES * EULLY/INSURED
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RESTAURANT & SHOPS
«2 Open 7 Days a week <=
<« Burgers, Grilled Sandwiches -
« Fajitas, Specialty Salads -

< Quesadillas, Steaks, Pastas
and more ©-

« Qutside Patio Dining -
« Tourist Information Center =
=2 1800s School House =
<« Koi and Duck Ponds -

« Full Service Pub with Daily
Drink and Food Specials <

%ﬂ/hy (%‘é/{/ﬂ/ﬁ/@ meals since 1900

C www.applevalleyrestaurant.com )

Route 6, Milford, PA
570-296-6831

Bob's Seamless Gutters

When you want it done right the first time

* On Site Manufacturing
* 5" Residential

e 6" & 7" Commercial

* 36 Colors Available

* Leaf Guard Systems

e All Work Done by Owner

845-557-8967
800-928-8113

@ | Bob Ferry Jr., Owner
‘;! Pond Eddy, NY

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

KOBERLEIN

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Courteous
Professional

Service for

All

Your Septic Needs
koberlein.com

24/7 Emergency Service

Fully Insured © Free Estimates

Find us on Facebook for full
gallery of previous work

Excavation * Masonry
Stonework © Tile
Renovations ® Additions

Accepting all major credit cards  845-252-3995

EVESIMOUNTAINE ~—
ONSTRUGTIONEN i

No Job Too Small... No Challenge Too Big! [P<€ A
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Growing home

By Annemarie Schuetz

It starts with dirt and a vision.

A plot of land, a view, a place just beg-
ging for the perfect house, a building
that is so fundamentally part of the
landscape that youd think it had grown
from the ground like a tree.

Most people cannot be their own archi-
tect, and acting as your own general
contractor may lead to sleepless nights
and hair loss. So you hire someone to
help. Someone like Jeffrey McMahone, a
design builder and former North Branch
resident who has done a great deal of
work in the Upper Delaware River region.

Construction as self-
discovery

“Life is complex, and we want the
comfort of home,” McMahon says. So it
starts with the design process, sorting
out “needs vs. wants vs. ‘I really really
want.” To work with McMahon means
excavating your own hopes and dreams,
deciding what “home” means to you.
This is emphatically not about an easier
McMansion.

So first, the homework. What is
your budget? What are your priorities?
Number of bedrooms? Bathrooms? Will
you age here? Will you entertain a lot?
Clarity is needed. You will discuss expec-
tations and inspirations. “It becomes a
very dynamic conversation about what
is possible,” McMahon says.

Then at the construction stage, he
manages the subcontractors, finds the
best and greenest materials. “The client
is the executive, making decisions” with
guidance from McMahon and his team,
some of whom he’s worked with for 15
years.

Ecology as a science of
place

Though he now lives in Brooklyn,
McMahon spent years in North Branch
and is aware of the importance of the
land to both newcomers and locals
here. When he builds, his construction
approach is fundamentally green.

No, that’s not an oxymoron.

“It’s a primary part of my work. How

are we serving the area?” Creating a
small carbon footprint matters to him,
and he starts with what can be con-
trolled: a dramatic reduction in energy
usage. Many of his homes are 100%
electric and pull it off with new types of
insulation; windows that keep heat in
or out, depending on the season; LED
lights. “It’s really about smart insulation
and construction.”

Nowadays, there are more options
than ever before. Green building is,
McMabhon is sure, the way of the future,
because we cannot go on as we have
been. “Humans are moving, expand-
ing, and unless you believe in reduc-
ing consumption,” there will be a point
of no return. “We have to constantly
make decisions about the impact of our
actions.”

Luckily, science is there for us, because
sustainable construction is driving
innovation, which leads to new prod-
ucts and techniques and an expanding
understanding of the left-brain part of
ecology. Although his background is in
fine art, McMahon is necessarily com-
fortable with science too: building well
is all about the engineering and math-
ematics, materials, analyzing the loca-
tion and constructing something that
will hold up despite whatever the chang-
ing climate will throw at it.

The complex web of
community

“Home construction is interesting,”
McMahon says. “It’s the cross section
of different kinds of people, material,
color, landscape, and local resources.”
He doesn’t want to be one of those build-
ers who only uses stuff bought else-
where, people from elsewhere, pulling
money away from the community.

“The Upper Delaware River area is full
of helpful people and resources,” he says.
“Where are our materials coming from?
Can we buy them locally? Can we work
with a local mill?” He sees it as “devel-
oping valued relationships,” something
that will reverberate through people’s
lives, a source of pride.

Community is a web, made stronger
when we rely on others within the net-

work. Rural economies become less frag-
ile. It’s the power of conscious decision-
making, a theme McMahon returns to
over and over. “We need to decide based
on local and long-term impact.” Not just
on the grand, planetary scale, but on the
small, local scale. “But there’s a lot of
synergy. People want to invest locally.”

W .

Contributed photos
The house begins as a sketch.

Reclaimed wood as
metaphor

Reusing wood is recycling, of course,
green building. You take from a building
that is due for demolition or is already
in pieces, and integrate it into the new
home. “It’s beautiful and sustainable,”
McMahon says, describing the ways tim-
bers from old barns or woodwork from
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The ridge beam is craned in. = Iz PAUL D. SALZBERG, M.D.

BOARD CERTIFIED IN FAMILY PRACTICE

PEDIATRIC THROUGH GERIATRIC MEDICINE

CERTIFIED IN GERIATRICS
Serving the local community and beyond for over 30 years.

LISA SAUER, N.P.
Women’s Health Care now offered with Expanded Hours

9741 STATE ROUTE 97, 1.5 MI. FROM
BLINKING LIGHT IN CALLICOON. BRICK BUILDING

The finiched hobse SECOND FROM HOLY CROSS CHURCH
g 845-887-6112
countryside. MEDICARE & MOST

MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED

A hometown doctor where you’re more like family than a patient.

Our patients are very important to us!

Jesse G’'s Nursery

can be woven into a dwelling. For
those who see new construction
as soulless, reclaimed wood brings
in the ghosts of buildings past. It’s
another strand in the web of com-
munity, tying the new home and
its new occupants into something
larger than themselves.

Barriers between locals and city
people are starting to fall, McMa-
hon says. We talk to each other
now. We can make those decisions
consciously, knowing the people
they will affect. Knowing what
will happen, to ourselves and to
our neighbors. But the possibilities
are endless, “and exploring possi-
bilities is one of the most powerful
things.” o :

Leirn more at www.jm-db.com.  Talking green: Jeffrey McMahon, right, and bluestone work - patios & terraces

Greg Swartz, left, converse surrounded by local privacy screens - out-buildings - water gardens & ponds
produce.

old homes, pieces of old furniture, == = 2\ p i /*f

JesseGsNursery.com - 914.443.580

y
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What contractors wish you knew

By JOE COOKE

The headline sounds like newspaper clickbait (if there
is such a thing), but it’s an important subject for the new
homeowner: What do contractors do, should you ask a con-
tractor before hiring, what should people do to keep their
homes working well, and what might change in the future?
We asked some local experts.

Contributed photos
Mark Keoppen

Mark Keoppen, general contractor, on the job and the
life:

| started in woodworking, in old houses. When those houses
were built, modern engineering and codes were nonexistent.
So | had to learn engineering, studied old construction,
learned to replicate old moldings using new woods and
finishes. It's been 35 years. | no longer run a crew, but still
take on some projects.

With your crew, a good contractor has to be able to identify
skills and allocate the work. If you do that, you can do a lot of
really good stuff without hiring specialists.

Here’s what happens after we take on a job: Look at the
plan. Figure out the materials, how many subcontractors you
will need, what percentage you will make on the job. Get those
numbers together, and then trust your subs.

One of the challenges we face is timeliness, getting it all
done when we said we would. | want to deliver a worthy
product on time, but everyone needs to be direct about their
timeframe. Changes throw it off. Sometimes people add stuff
to do, and then | do a change order. Old houses can be tough;
sometimes there are surprises in the walls. That can make the
project take longer and be more costly.

The job is a responsibility— to the crew and to the owner—
and it’s a life. It's so integral to the way | think and live.

Michael Roosa

Michael Roosa, electrician, Wurtsboro Electric Ser-
vice, Wurtsboro, NY

My degree is in electrical engineering, and I've been a
master electrician for over 30 years. | have experience in all
aspects of electrical work, including residential, commercial
and industrial settings.

If you’re going to hire an electrician, you need to ask if
they’re licensed. Are they insured? Ask to see proof. Many
times an electrician will have a license but it doesn’t cover
where you're located. In New York State, different locations
require different licenses, sometimes more than one. I'm
licensed in Sullivan and Orange counties, the City of Port
Jervis and the state of California.

One thing people do not realize: if you have an unlicensed
person do work on your home, it is illegal. In addition to any
fines that the worker may have to pay, the property owner
can be liable too. Electrical contracting, if done incorrectly,
can kill someone or burn down their home. If an unlicensed
or uninsured person does any work on your home that
causes a fire or other catastrophe, it is possible that your
insurance will not cover the loss.

Always keep in mind, the third largest cause of residential
home fires in the United States is faulty electrical work.

Contact: www.wurtsboroelectric.com

Bill Buselli Jr.

Doug Santoro, DJS Plumbing and Heat-
ing, Callicoon, NY

| worked with my father and grandfather;
been at it 30 years =
full-time. DJS covers |
about 20 to 30 minutes §
of drive time from -
Callicoon; it’s a local
business. This is
my home and how
| conduct business
matters.

Heating is a major
use of energy. It's
interesting because in
technology America
follows Europe, and
European tech is always advanced. Fuel is
expensive there and so is transporting it.

So what'’s on the horizon? Propane is
gaining momentum. Propane is a byproduct of
gas manufacturing that is captured, utilized and
refined. It makes modern equipment run really
well. And it isn’t piped. If you have a 500 gallon
tank it's actually very inexpensive if combined
with modern equipment.

But | think the next big thing will be wood
pellets. They are locally produced. The pellets
are uniform and the stoves are regulated. You
don’t have to worry about humidity. It's efficient.
New stoves allow you to store energy in tanks,
like batteries.

Long-term, electric will be the answer.
Solar panels. Wind energy. We can harness
the oceans. That’s a never-ending energy
source. It's free and it’s there.

For maintenance, homeowners need to
keep the area around the machinery clean.

Pet dander, lint, damp and mustiness—that
will damage the machinery and make repairs
harder and more expensive.

Contact: djsph.com, 845/887-6309

Doug Santoro

Bill Buselli Jr., Buselli Solutions, Beach Lake, PA

Ask how long a plumber has been in the area. We find there are a lot of people who
come into the area for a short amount of time, do poor work, and then are gone, never
to service anything. My father learned from his father-in-law who lived and worked in
the area for over 30 years. In 1984 my father started out on his own. We plan to be
around a long time to provide service, not just installation.

What plumbing fixes should a homeowner not do? Know your limitations. Some
people are more handy than others, and it is simply a matter of self-awareness.
Remember to turn off your water when you leave home for more than a day. Second-
home owners have had a pipe rupture and experienced terrible water damage. This is
not something pleasant to come back home to.

You also need to change your water filters.

Most plumbing issues here come from hard water. This, over time, erodes copper and
brass pipes and fittings, making them weak and brittle. Whenever homeowners remodel
a kitchen or bath, always replace the water lines when you have the opportunity. The

money they spend now will be a lot cheaper than when they have to fix leaks later.
Contact: www.busellisolutions.com, 570/234-8668
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Anie Stanley, Woolheat- }
er’s Wares, Narrowsburg, $
NY. :

| transitioned my
business and life as a
Bergdorf Goodman window
dresser from New York City
to Narrowsburg in 2006,
but | have deep Catskills
roots. Woolheater’s Wares
is named after my great-
grandfather Woolheater, who
in the 1800s had a livery
service near Margaretville.
| wanted to bring my family
name back to the Catskills.

| collaborate with Juliette
Hermant and offer design and
sourcing services at Maison
Bergogne. Women in the
business here are few. It is
a very physical and often dirty
job. But it doesn’t take a big
truck or big attitude to impress a client.

| restore older farm houses, boardinghouses, bungalows and cabins. Restoration
often entails removing layers to unveil the original character of the house, then painting,
plastering and restoring wood. | have subcontractors | work closely with for electrical and
plumbing issues, and consult with or refer to local architect Karl Wasner.

Most of my clients are second-home owners. They want authentic design advice,
resourcefulness, communication skills, quality materials, accountability, an aesthetic sense
and above all, trust.

My other projects range from custom-built designs with reclaimed wood and
hardware, to restaurant design at Ba & Me in Honesdale, PA, The Heron in Narrowsburg,
NY and more.

Contact: Woolheaterwares@gmail.com, Maison Bergogne, 226 Bridge St.,
Narrowsburg, NY.

“OVER 1,100 ACRES OF INVENTORY?”

TIFEANY ANN

REAL ESTATE CO.

Anie Stanley

Text 1100ACRES to 555888
845. 887. 6100

= .
B www.tiffanyvanncorp.com

RON LENZ i cowvmonnc, mc

SALES & SERVICE OF: DUCTLESS HEAT PUMPS
OIL & GAS HEATING SYSTEMS
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING ¢ SHEET METAL WORK
WATER HEATERS

570-729-8533 En Lo

we are now offering
Duct Cleaning Services

EMERGENCY -
SERVICE i A -

PORTABLE RESTROOM SERVICE

* Flushable Units w/Sinks

* ADA Handicap Accessible Unitys

* Independent Sink Units

* All Units Cleaned & Santized Weekly

* Large Inventory of New Toilets at Your Service
* Deluxe Restroom Trailers For Rent

TRUSTED, RECOMMENDED SINCE 1960

(800)794-3005 SoE=E

N

STYLISH HOME
FURNISHINGS AND
ACCESSORIES

SN | M=

RASMUSSEN’S

UrPER. DELAWARE FURNITURE

4 = — 1=
Y

Tuesday - Saturday 10-5
Open Sundays 12 - 4

Jealy

Whatever you do in bed,
supports it:

e Style
e Function
e Harmony

90 Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
(845)252-3902

rasmussenfurnishings.com
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TWO GREAT OFFERS!

It’s Your Choice...Limited Time Only

S ENERBV
- .ﬂ"” PARTNER,

WE BUILD GREEN!

Westchester
J Modular Flomes

Construction Corp.

642 International Blvd. ¢ Rock Tavern, NY
(845) 787-0400

WMHConstruction.com
(Located by Stewart Airport)

For a limited time only, your new  Choose from many upscale design FACTORY OPEN HOUSE

Westchester Modular home comes  options that will make your new Saturday, Apl‘il 1& May 6

with a dream kitchen upgrade to  kitchen or bathroom unique. Call 30 Reagans Mill Road in Wingdale, NY
any Merillat Classic Series Cabinet—  us today and take advantage of this Meet the builders and tour the factory from 10 am -3 pm. Here’s
absolutely free, or a dream master  special offer. Hurry — production an opportunity to see first-hand how Westchester Modular builds
bath upgrade — up to $5,000! spots are limited. new homes in their factory. Refreshments served, must be 18 to tour.
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